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Senate Bill 473: AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE CONTRACTING STANDARDS BOARD -
Support

Senate Bill 471: AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTIONS AND STATE VOTING RIGHTS - Support

Senator Flexer, Representative Fox, Senator Sampson, Representative   Mastrofrancesco, and distinguished members
of  the Government Administration and Elections Committee.  My name is Travis Woodward, I am a resident of
Hamden, and an engineer in the Connecticut Department of  Transportation.  I am also the president of  CSEA
SEIU Local 2001, a labor union representing over 23,000 state, municipal, board of  education, active and retired,
public and private sector workers.  I offer the following testimony in support of  Senate Bill 473: AN ACT
CONCERNING THE STATE CONTRACTING STANDARDS BOARD: and Senate Bill: 471: AN ACT
CONCERNING ELECTIONS AND STATE VOTING RIGHTS

The State Contracting Standards Board was established in 2007 after 15 years of  advocacy to bring real oversight
and transparency to state contracting.  The Board’s formation came on the heels of  the I-84 storm drain fiasco.
Private consulting inspection forces failed to notice that the construction company did not complete drainage runs
during the construction of  I-84 heading West into Waterbury.  A DOT engineer from CSEA SEIU Local 2001
discovered this $24 million dollar error that would have eventually led to the highway washing out, causing
catastrophic damage and possibly loss of  life.

With billions of  dollars already coming into Connecticut through federal legislation passed in response to the
ongoing pandemic and billions more coming as part of  the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal, now is the time to give
the Board the tools and resources it needs to continue providing the crucial oversight for which it was created.
Thankfully, Senate Bill 473 does that.

Section 1 of  the bill protects the Board’s funding.  It gives the executive director of  the Board the responsibility to
recommend its funding level, and any necessary adjustments, to the Secretary of  the Office of  Policy and
Management.  Instead of  being at the mercy of  OPM funding recommendations, the Board will be able to
determine for itself  what it needs to do its work.

Section 2 will allow the Board to fill five positions, finally.  The five positions - Chief  ProcurementOfficer, Staff
Attorney, Accounts Examiner, Research Analyst and Trainer - will allow the Board to truly live up to its mission, "to
require that state contracting and procurement requirements are understood and carried out in a manner that is
open, cost effective, efficient and consistent with State and Federal statutes, rules and regulations."

These two sections will be game changers.  After years of  the Board being underfunded and understaffed, SB 473
will, not only, fund and staff  the Board, but put protections into statute that will ensure it has the funding and staff
it needs.

With a limited budget and staff, the Board has always done important work.  In 2018, the Board issued
recommendations showing the potential for annual savings of  up to $264 million if  the State engaged in
competitive bidding for POS, PSA, and procurement contracts.  And, more recently, after the Board’s approval of
the Department of  Transportation plan to return the work of  Bridge Inspections to state employees to save over $2

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SCSB/DOCUMENTS/Final2018SCSBDataAnalysisStudyofCompetitiveBiddingPracticespdf.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SCSB/DOCUMENTS/Final2018SCSBDataAnalysisStudyofCompetitiveBiddingPracticespdf.pdf


million in FY 2019, the Board’s Privatization Contract Committee created the necessary process for reviewing
privatization efforts by agencies.  Currently, the Board is auditing thirteen agencies.
With the passage of  SB 473, which also gives the Board oversight authority of  the contracting and procurement
practices of  quasi-public agencies and municipalities, Connecticut’s Contracting Standards Board will have the tolls it
needs to deliver for our state’s residents.

While we wholeheartedly support SB 473, we have a couple of  recommendations that will make this legislation even
better.  We proposed two additions to Sec. 4e-16 of  the general statutes:

1. As part of  the business case that needs to be developed by an contracting agency -
“An analysis of  the potential impact of  the proposed privatization contract on workers of  color and women,
and whether such privatization contract will lessen or increase historical patterns which produce inequities
between such workers and white male workers.”; and

2. Expand the definition of  “core governmental function” to include “the provision of  essential human
services to residents who otherwise would lack the support necessary to assure basic human needs.”

These additions will ensure that contracting agencies are taking into account the needs and interests of  all of
Connecticut’s residents, not simply able-bodied white men.  Women, workers of  color, and people who are unable
to care for themselves are too often not part of  the conversation or analysis when decisions about the effective
delivery of  public services are made.  Let’s not continue that trend as SB 473 moves forward.

CSEA also supports Senate Bill 471.  Connecticut needs our own state-level Voting Rights Act because federal
courts have drastically weakened the federal Voting Rights Act of  1965.  As you know, it was enacted to combat a
wide range of  barriers and burdens that exclude voters of  color from the political process.

Black and Brown people in Connecticut face longstanding and evolving threats to the franchise—and Senate Bill
471: AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTIONS AND STATE VOTING RIGHTS will provide Black, Brown, and
other voters of  color additional protections against voter suppression.

In fact in 2020, the Center for Public Integrity observed that Connecticut voters still face some of  the biggest
obstacles outside of  southern states.  To this day, Black and Brown voters in Connecticut routinely encounter long
lines and other obstacles when voting.

Among the benefits of  the CTVRA will be expanded language assistance to those for whom English is an obstacle
to casting their ballots.  The CTVRA will also make it realistic for black, brown, or other voters of  color to file a
lawsuit if  they face voter intimidation or obstruction.

I urge you to pass SB 471 to protect our freedom to vote.

I thank you for hearing my testimony.  I urge you to support Senate Bills 473 and 471.

Travis Woodward
President, CSEA SEIU Local 2001


